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Course Description 
 
English III:  American Literature and Composition is a study of the major literary topics and themes 
across the history of the United States from pre-colonial times to present day. Students will focus on the 
major literary forms of the emerging nation, analyze the literary themes and trends, and research and 
compose several papers, speeches, and presentations using representative forms of discourse. This course 
will address the standards for success on the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC).  
 
Course Resources 

Ø Literature and Composition. Jago, Shea, Scanlon, Aufses. Bedford St. Martins 
Ø Sound and Sense, 8th edition. Perrine and Arp. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich. 
Ø AP English Literature & Composition Examination. Vogel. D&S Marketing Systems. 
Ø Reading and Writing about Literature: A Portable Guide. Gardner. Bedford St. Martins. 
Ø The Kite Runner 
Ø The Awakening 
Ø How to Read Literature Like a Professor 
Ø The Bluest Eye 
Ø vocabulary.com 
Ø turnitin.com 

 
Pacing Guide 

Unit Title  Time Frame  
Unit One:  The Basics of Fiction   4-6 Weeks  
Unit Two:  The Meaning of Existence  4-5 Weeks  
Unit Three:  Family and Identity  5-6 Weeks  
Unit Four: Poetry  5-6 Weeks  
Unit Five:  The Gothic Novel/ Satire/ Humor 4-5 Weeks  
Unit Six:  Humanity, Culture and Alienation 5-7 Weeks 
 
Unit 1 – The Basics of Fiction   
Four to Six Weeks  
 
Overview 
In this unit, Students will be able to understand that a text may elicit a wide variety of responses.  
Students will be able to recognize and analyze a variety of literary aspects. Students will be able to 
compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 

 
Essential Questions 

 

Ø How do writers create meaning and influence audiences? 



 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will be able to understand that a text may elicit a wide variety of responses. 
Ø Students will be able to recognize and analyze a variety of literary aspects. 
Ø Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 

 
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

Ø RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  

Ø RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

Ø W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

Ø W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

Ø SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary quiz 
Ø Concept quiz 
Ø Short answer questions 



Ø Explication essay 
Ø Analysis essay 
Ø Presentations 
Ø Annotations 
Ø Dialectical journal 
Ø Socratic seminar 
Ø AP MC and essay examinations 
Ø Multiple Choice/ Short Response Test 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 

Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 
experiences. 

Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 
communities and structured learning experiences. 

Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
 
 
Unit 2 The Meaning of Existence 
Four to Five Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to evaluate how literature represents, recreates, shapes, and explores 
human experience.  Students will be able to read and analyze works that have shaped worldviews and 
philosophies. Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 
	
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How is knowledge the same as understanding? 
Ø How can textual evidence unmask the understanding of complex text?  
Ø How is author’s purpose tied to the narrative elements if any?  
Ø How can progress be made without understanding of conflict?   

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will be able to evaluate how literature represents, recreates, shapes, and explores human 
experience. 

Ø Students will be able to read and analyze works that have shaped worldviews and philosophies.  
Ø Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  



Ø RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  

Ø RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

Ø W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

Ø W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

Ø SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary quiz 
Ø Concept quiz 

Ø Short answer questions 
Ø Explication essay 

Ø Analysis essay 

Ø Presentations 
Ø Annotations 

Ø Dialectical journal 
Ø Socratic seminar 

Ø AP MC and essay examinations 
Ø Multiple Choice/ Short Response Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 



Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 
communities and structured learning experiences. 

Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
 
 
Unit 3 – Family and Identity  
Five to Six Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, Students will be able to reflect on how literature represents tradition and diversity of culture.  
Students will compare universal themes.  Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a 
variety of audiences. 

 
Essential Questions 

Ø How are symbols developed? 
Ø How is the relationship between literature and the writer defined and developed? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will be able to reflect on how literature represents tradition and diversity of culture. 
Ø Students will compare universal themes. 
Ø Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

Ø RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  

Ø RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

Ø W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

Ø W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

Ø SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  



 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary quiz 
Ø Concept quiz 

Ø Short answer questions 
Ø Explication essay 

Ø Analysis essay 

Ø Presentations 
Ø Annotations 

Ø Dialectical journal 
Ø Socratic seminar 

Ø AP MC and essay examinations 
Ø Multiple Choice/ Short Response Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Unit 4 – Poetry    
Five to Six Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to show how poetry represents, recreates and shapes human experience 
through language and devices. Students will be able to analyze a variety of poetic structures and features, 
interpreting how they convey meaning. Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a 
variety of audiences. 

Essential Questions 
 

Ø How is the role of poetry defined? 
Ø How is poetry different from prose? 



 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will be able to show how poetry represents, recreates and shapes human experience 
through language and devices. 

Ø Students will be able to analyze a variety of poetic structures and features, interpreting how they 
convey meaning. 

Ø Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 

elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

Ø RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text 
(e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

Ø W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

Ø W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

Ø SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

Ø SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  

 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary quiz 

Ø Concept quiz 
Ø Short answer questions 



Ø Explication essay 

Ø Analysis essay 
Ø Presentations 

Ø Annotations 
Ø Dialectical journal 

Ø Socratic seminar 
Ø AP MC and essay examinations 

Ø Multiple Choice/ Short Response Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Unit 5 – The Gothic Novel/ Satire/ Humor 
Four to Five Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, Students will interpret texts using prior knowledge and experience. Students will make 
connections between the use of satire and irony, the author’s intent, and the societal events of a time 
period. Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 

 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How does literature unleash the power and creativity of the human mind? 

Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will interpret texts using prior knowledge and experience. 
Ø Students will make connections between the use of satire and irony, the author’s intent, and the 

societal events of a time period. 
Ø Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 

elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 



Ø RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text 
(e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

Ø W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

Ø W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

Ø SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

Ø SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  

 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary quiz 
Ø Concept quiz 
Ø Short answer questions 
Ø Explication essay 
Ø Analysis essay 
Ø Presentations 
Ø Annotations 
Ø Dialectical journal 
Ø Socratic seminar 
Ø AP MC and essay examinations 
Ø Multiple Choice/ Short Response Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Unit 6 – Humanity, Culture and Alienation 
Five to Seven Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to make personal connections to literature, drawing parallels between 
literature and life. Students will be able to read purposefully and thoroughly to analyze how meaning is 
conveyed. Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 

 
Essential Questions 

Ø How does literature reflect humanity? 

Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will be able to make personal connections to literature, drawing parallels between 
literature and life. 

Ø Students will be able to read purposefully and thoroughly to analyze how meaning is conveyed. 
Ø Students will be able to compose a variety of textual forms for a variety of audiences. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 

elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

Ø RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text 
(e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

Ø W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

Ø W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

Ø SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

Ø SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  

 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 



Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 
investigations. 

Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 
problem or assignment. 

 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary quiz 
Ø Concept quiz 

Ø Short answer questions 
Ø Explication essay 

Ø Analysis essay 
Ø Presentations 

Ø Annotations 
Ø Dialectical journal 

Ø Socratic seminar 
Ø AP MC and essay examinations 

Ø Multiple Choice/ Short Response Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

 


